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Current lists of species-level representation in faunas from 80 Cenozoic fossil localities
at the Riversleigh World Heritage Area have been compiled by review of recorded
occurrences of taxa obtained from both published and unpublished sources. More than
290 species-level taxa are represented, comprising mammals, amphibians, reptiles, birds,
fishes, molluscs and crustaceans. The data are presented for the purpose of ongoing
palacoecological and biochronological studies.
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FOSSIL faunas have been collected from more
than 200 localities at Riversleigh and have been
the subject of research efforts during the last 40
years (Archer et al. 1989, 1994, 1997). Ongoing
fieldwork and exploration continues to identify
an increasing number of additional fossil
occurrences that have not yet been sampled,
and the vertical and lateral extents of potentially
fossiliferous deposits in the area are not yet fully
understood.

The Riversleigh Tertiary carbonate deposits
occur adjacent to, within and upon Proterozoic
siliclastics and Cambrian marine limestone and
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chert deposits that form the northeastern edge
of the Barkly Tableland in northwestern
Queensland. The depositional history of these
deposits appears to involve a complex sequence
of fluvial and karst processes (Megirian 1992,
Archer et al. 1989, 1994, 1997; Arena 2005).
Faunas from these deposits are considered to
range in age from the late Oligocene to early late
Miocene (Archer et al. 1989, 1994, 1997). Fossil
deposits at Riversleigh are also known to occur
as infills within Cambrian limestone deposits
(Rackham’s Roost Site, Pliocene), Pleistocene
alluvial terraces (Terrace Site) along the Gregory
River, and in active caves in the area (Carrington’s
















































